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Tue Crecunar is published by Communists, and 
for Communists. Its main object is to help the ed- 
ucation of several confederated Associations, who 
are practically devoted to the Pentecost principle 
of conmunity of property. Nearly all of its 
readers outside of those Associations are Commu- 
nists in principle. It is supported alnost entirely 
by the free contributions of this Communist con- 
stituency. A Paper with such objects and such 
resources, cannot properly be offered for sale.— 
Freely we receive, and we freely give. Whoever 
pistes to read The Circular, can have it witnour 
PAYING, OR PROMISING TO Pay, by applying through 
the mail, or at 43, Willow Place, Brooklyn. If 
any one chooses to pay. he may send Two DOLLaR: 
for the yearly volume ; but he must not require us 
to keep his accounts. We rely on the free gifts of 
the Fumily Circle for which we labor. 

gat Comnunications should be addressed to— 
‘Tur Circutar, Brooklyn, N. Y.” 


S. R. LEONARD & COMPANY, PRINTERS. 
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Christianity as it Was. 


{The following admirable description of the Prim- 
itive Church, which we extract from Mrs. H. B. 
Stowe’s Key to Uncle Tom’s Cabin, is as true to the 
Bible, and as terrible for the light which it sheds on 
the apostasy of Christendom, as was the article of 
hers which we published some time ago on Primitive 
Christianity. The immediate design of it in the 
Key, is, to show the bearings of the primitive prin- 
ciples of Christianity on Slavery ; but it touches also 
Marriage, and every other insti‘ution, thatis ad- 
verse to entire Communism. ] 


Napoleon said, ‘Alexander, Caesar, Charle- 
magne, aud myself, have founded empires ; 
but upon what did we rest the creation of ou 

enins? Upon foree. Jesus Christ alone 
founded his empire upon Love.” 

The desire to be above others in power, 
rank and station, is one of the deepest in 
humana nature. If there is anything which 
distinguishes man from other creatures, it is 
that he is par excellence an oppressive animal.— 
On this principle, as Napoleon observed, all 
empires have been founded ; and the idea of 
fonnding a kingdom in any other way, had not 
even been thought of when Jesus of Nazareth 
appeared. 

W hen the serene Galilean came up from the 
watcrs of Jordan, crowned and glorified by the 
dese -nding Spirit, and began to preach, saying, 
‘The Kingdom of God is at hand,’ what ex- 
pectations did he excite? Men’s heads were 
full of armics to be marshalled, of provinces to 
be emquered, of cabinets to be formed, and 
offices to be distributed. There was no doubt 
at a.l that he could get all these things for 
them, for had he not miraculous power ? 

Therefore it was that Jesus of Nazareth was 
very popular, and drew crowds after him. 

Of these, he chose, from the very lowest 
walk of life, twelve men of the best and most 
honest heart which he could find, that he 
mig!it make them his inseparable companions, 
and mould them, by bis sympathy and friend- 
ship, into some capacity to receive and trans- 
mit his ideas to mankind. 

But they too, simple-hearted and honest 
thoush they were, were bewildered and be- 
witciied by the common vice of mankind ; and, 
though they loved him full well, still had an 
eye on the offices and ranks which he was to 
confer, when, as they expected, this miracu- 
lous kingdom should biaze forth. 

While bis heart was struggling and laboring, 
and nerving itself by nights of prayer to meet 
desertion, betrayal, denial, rejection, by his 
beloved people, aad ignominious death, they 
were forever wrangiing about the offices in the 
new kingdom. Once and again, in the plainest 
way, he told them that no such thing was to 
be looked for ; that there was to be no distine- 
tion in his kingdom, except the distinction of 
pain, and suffering, and self-renunciation, vol- 
untarily assumed for the good of mankind. 

His words seemed to them as idle tales. In 
fact, they considered him as a kind of a myth, 
—a mystery—strange, supernatural, inexpli- 
cable being, forever talking in parables, and 
saying things which they could not understand. 

One thing only they held fast to: he was a 
king, he would have a kingdom; and had told 
them that they should sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

And so, when he was going up to Jerusalem 
to die,—when that anguish long wrestled with 
in the distance had come almost face to face, 
and he ws walking in front of thei, silent, 
abstracted, speaking occasionally in broken sen- 
tences, of which they feared to ask the inean- 








The Mother of James and John came to 
him, and breaking the mournful train of reve- 
ry, desired a certain thing of him,—that her 
two sous might sit at his right hand and his left, 
as prime ministers, in the new kingdom. With 
his sad, far-seeing eye still fixed upon Geth- 
semane and Calvary, he said,‘ Ye know net 
what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup 
which I shall drink of, and to be baptized with 
the baptism wherewith I shall be baptized 7” 

James and John were both quite certain that 
they were able. They were willing to fight 
through any thing for the kingdom’s sake.— 
The ten were very indignant. Were they not 
as willing as James and John? And so there 
was a contention among them. ‘ But Jesus 
called them to him and said, Ye know that the 
princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over 
them, and their great ones exercise authority 
upon them ; but it shall not be so among you. 


*¢ Whosoever will be great among you, let 
him be your mioister ; and whosoever will be 
chief among you, let him be your servant,— 
yea, the servant of all. For even the Son of 
Man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.”’ 

Let us now pass on to another week in this 
history. The disciples have seen their Lord 
enter triumphantly into Jerusalem, amid the 
shouts of the multitude. An indescribable 
something in his air and manner convinces 
them that a great crisis is at hand. He walks 
among them as a descended God. Never were 
his words so thrilling and energetic. Never 
were words spoken on earth which so breathe 
and burn as these of the last week of the life 
of Christ. All the fervor and imagery and fire 
of the old prophets seemed to be raised from the 
dead, etherealized and transfigured in the per- 
son of this Jesus. They dare not ask him, 
but they are certain that tac kingdom must be 
coming. They feel, in the thrill of that 
mighty soul, that a great cycle of time is 
finishing, and a new era in the world’s history 
beginning. Perhaps at this very feast of the 
Passover is the time when the miraculous 
banner is to be unfurled, and the new, im- 
mortal kingdom proclaimed. Again the ambi- 
tious longings arise. This new kingdom shall 
have ranks and dignities. And who is to sustain 
them? While therefore their Lord sits lost in 
thought, revolving in his mind that simple 
ordinance of love which he is about to consti- 
tute the sealing ordinance of his kingdom, it is 
said again, ‘ ‘There was a strife among them 
which should be accounted the greatest.’ 

This time Jesus does not remonstrate. He 
expresses no impatience, no weariness, no 
disgust. What does he, then? Hear what 
St. John says: 

‘ Jesus knowing that the Father had given 
all things into his hands, and that he was come 
from God and went to God, he riseth from 
supper, and laid aside his garments, and took 
a towel and girded himself. After that, he 
poureth water intoa basin, and began to wash 
the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the 
towel wherewith he was girded’ ‘After he 
had washed their feet and had taken his gar- 
ments and was sat down again, he said unto 
them, Know ye what 1 have done to you? 
Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well, 
forsolam. If I, then, your Lord and Mas- 
ter, have washed your feet, ye also ought to 
wash one another’s feet ; for I have given you 
an example that ye shopld do as I have done 
to you.’ 

‘Verily, verily I say unto you, the servant 
is not greater than his lord, neither he that is 
sent grexter than he that sent him. Ii ye 
know these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them.’ 

Here, then, we have the king, and the 
constitution of the kingdom. The king on his 
knees at the feet of his servants, performing 
the lowest menial service, with the announce- 
ment, ‘I have given you an example, that ye 
should do as I have done to you.’ 

And when, after the descent of the Holy 
Ghost, all these immortal words of Christ, 
which had lain buried like dead seed in the 
heart, were quickened and sprang up in celes- 
tial verdure, then these twelve became, each 
one in his place, another Jesus, filled with the 
spirit of him who had gone heavenward. The 
primitive church, as organized by them, was a 
bratherhood of strict equality. There was no 
more contention who should be atest ; the 
only contention was, who should suffer and 





ing,—they, behind, beguiled the time with the 
usual dispute of * who should be greatest.’ 


serve the most. The Christian church was an 


imperium in imperio; submitting outwardly to 
the laws of the land, but professing inwardly 
to be regulated by a higher faith and a higher 
law. They were dead to the world, and the 
world to them. Its customs were not their 
customs ; its relations not their relations. All 
the ordinary relations of life, when they passed 
‘into the Christian church, underwent a quick 
|immortal change; so that the transformed re- 
| lation resembled the old and heathen one no 
}more than the glorious body which is raised in 
|incorruption resembles the mortal one which 
was sown in corruption. The relation of mar- 
riage was changed, from a tyrannous dominion 
of the stronger sex over the weaker, to an inti- 
mate union, symbolizing the relation of Christ 
andthe church. The relation of parent and 
child, purified from the harsh features of hea- 
then law, became a just image of the love of 
the heavenly Father; and the relation of 
master and servant, in like manner, was refined 
into a voluntary relation between two equal 
brethren, in which the servant faithfully per- 
formed his duties as to the Lord, and the master 
gave him a full compensation for his services. 

No one ever doubted that such a relation 
as this is an innocent one. It exists in all free 
states. It is the relation which exists between 
employer and employed generally, in the 
various departments of life. It is true, the 
master was never called upon to perform the 
legal act of enfranchisement,—and why? Be- 
cause the very nature of the kingdom into which 
the master and slave had entered enfranchised 
him. It is not necessary for a master to write 
2 deed of enfranchisement when he takes his 
slaves into Canada, or even into New York or 
Pennsylvania. The moment the master and 
slave stand together on this soil, their whole 
relations to cach other are changed. The 
master may remain master, and the servant a 
servant ; but, according to the constitution of 
the state they have entered, the service must 
be a voluntary one on the part of the slave, 
and the master must render a just equivalent. 
When the water of baptism passed over the 
master and the slave, both alike came under 
the great constitutional law of Christ’s empire, 
which is this : 

‘ Whosoever will be great among you, let 
him be your minister; and whosoever will be 
chief among you, let him be your servant, yea, 
the servant of all.’ Under such a law, servi- 
tude was dignified and made honorable, but 
slavery was made an impossibility. 

That the church was essentially, and in its 
own nature, such an institution of equality, 
brotherhood, love and liberty, as made the ex- 
istence of a slave, in the character of a slave. 
in it, a contradiction and an impossibility, is 
evident from the general scope and tendency 
of all the apostolic writings, particularly those 
of Paul. 

And this view is obtained, not from a diy 
analysis of Greek words and dismal discussions 
about the meaning of doulos, but from a full 
tide of celestial, irresistible spirit, full of life 
and love, that breathes in every description of 
the Christian church. 

To all, whether bond or free, the apostle ad- 
dresses these inspiring words; ‘ ‘I'here is one 
body, and one spirit, even as ye are called in 
one hope of’ your calling: one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who 
is above all, and through all, and in you all.’ 
‘For through him we all have access, by one 
Spirit, unto the Father.’ 

‘ Now, therefore, ye are no more strangers 
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God, and are 
built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ, himself, being the chief’ 
corner-stone.’ ‘Ye are all the children of God, 
by faith in Jesus Christ; there is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female, for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus,’ 

‘For, as the body is one, and hath many 
members, and all the members of that one 
body, being many, are one body, so also is 
Christ ; for by one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free ; and whether one 
member suffer, all the members suffer with it, 
or one member be honored, all the members 
rejoice with it.’ 

It was the theory of this blessed and divine 
unity, that whatever gift, or superiority, or 
advantage, was possessed by one member, was 
possessed by every member. Thus Paul says 








to them, ‘ All things are yours ; whether Paul, 


or Apollos, or Cephas, or life, or death, all are 
yours, and ye are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.’ 

Having thus represented the church as one 
living body, inseparably united, the apostle 
uses a still more awful and impressive simile. 
The church, he says, is one body, and that 
body isthe fullness of Him who filleth all in all. 
That is, He who filleth all in all seeks this 
church to be the associate and complement of 
himself, even as a wife is of the husband. 
This body of believers is spoken of as a bright 
and mystical bride, in the world, but not of it ; 
spotless, divine, immortal, raised from the death 
of sin to newness of life, redeemed by the 
blood of her Lord, and to be presented at last 
unto him, a glorious church, not having spot 
or wrinkle, or any such thing. 

A delicate and mysterious sympathy is sup- 
posed to pervade this church like that delicate 
and mysterious tracery of nerves that over- 
spreads the human body ; the meanest member 
cannot suffer without the whole body quivering 
in pain. Thus says Paul, who was himself a 
perfect realization of this beautiful theory: 
‘Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who 
is offended, and I burn not?’ ‘To whom ye 
forgive anything, I will forgive also.’ 

But still further, individual Christians were 
reminded, in language of awful solemnity, 
‘What! know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost, which isin you, 
which ye have of God, and that ye are not 
your own? And sgain, ‘Ye are the temple 
of the living God ; as God hath said, I will 
dwell in them and walk in them.’ Nor was 
this sublime language in those days passed 
over as a mere idle piece of rhetoric, but was 
the ever-present consciousness of the soul. 

Every Christian was made an object of 
sacred veneration to his brethren, as the temple 
of the living God. ‘The soul of every Christian 
was hushed into awful stillness, and inspired 
to carefulness, watchfulness and sanctity, by 
the consciousness of an indwelling God. 





The Destiny ot the Body. 

We have been profitably entertained by a 
late reading of Paley’s ‘Natural Theology.’— 
The excellency of the book, io us, has been 
the faithful daguerreotype which it presents of 
the Auman body. It isascientific mirror which 
reflects, separately all the faculties of the phy- 
siological man; and the mechanism which it 
discovers is wonderful. We are not surprised 
that David should exclaim, ‘ I will praise thee ; 
for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: mar- 
velous are thy works; and that my soul know- 
eth right well. My body (sec margin) was not 
hid from thee, wiicn I was made in secret, and 
curiously wrought in the lower parts of the 
earth.’ Ps, 139: 14, 15. 

The argument of the book is very conclusive, 
and answers well the purposes for which it was 
intended ; but it is strictly material in its bear- 
ings, and our thoughts naturally go higher. It 
is not enough to know that there is contrivance 
in the mechanism of the human body, (which is 
the burden of the argument,) and thereby con- 
clude that there is a God, but we want to know 
the true and ultimate end for which such a body 
was made, and whether there are not uses and 
a destiny for our bodies infinitely higher than 
those of other animals. To these questions we 
find answers abundantly satisfactory in Paul’s 
epistle. ‘What! know ye not that your bo- 
dy is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not 
your own? For ye are bought with a price : 
therefore glorify God with your body.’ 1 Cor. 
6: 19,20. Connect this truth with the facts 
Paley discloses, and our edification is complete. 

It is a blessed doctrine that we are nct ‘ born 
to die.? We can find no comfort in the senti- 
ment of the hymn which begins thus : 


And am I born to die, 

To lay this body down? 

And must my trembling spirit fly, 
Into a world unknown ? 


Such is the voice of a sin-perverted experi- 
ence, and universal habit; but it is not the 
doctrine of the New Testament. Whatever 





the result of the contest may be to us as indi- 
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viduals, the true doctrine to abide by, both for 
soul and body, is the doctrine of eternal life.— 
‘I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your reasonable service.’ Rom. 12: 1. 
The body, with its numerous and admirable 
functions, ig as susceptible to the music and 
communion of God, as the soul; and we cannot 
conscientiously, nor with any degree of satis- 
faction, overlook the fact. H. W. B. 








FOR THE CIRCULAR. 
The Philosophy of Budding. 


A few days ago I noticed one of our horti- 
culturists cutting down thrifty little apple and 
peach trees. At first sight, this operation ap- 
peared reckless and wasteful of life. All the 
activity of life these trees had displayed in their 
past growth, and in preparing to soon deck 
themselves with beautiful foliage, seemed to be 
utterly ignored; and only a few inches of their 
stocks escaped the knife. 

Aninquiry, however, into this strange pro- 
cedure elicited the following facts. These 
small trees had been budded in the past season 5 
and the object in thus cutting them down was 
to let the inserted bud have the benefit of all 
the sap of the tree. That single bud is to be- 
come the whole tree ; and hence all other buds 
and branches above it or below it, now or here- 
after, must be taken away. The object in thus 
budding trees is to get the best kind of fruit, 
and to know what kind of fruit they will bear. 
If left to grow in their natural course, but few 
of the trees would produce good fruit, and even 
that would be nameless. The process of bud- 
ding consists in introducing the hud of one tree, 
with a portion of bark and a little adhering 
wood, beneath the bark, and upon the face of 
the newly-formed wood of another tree. 

Is not this budding operation, in some sense, 
a good illustration of Christian experience ? 

Out of Christ, all men and children are like 
wild trees and seedlings. If left to follow the 
influences of the world and common society, a 
few may produce comparatively good fruit ; but 
in general the fruit will be exceedingly poor 
and crabbed, and even the best will be poor in 
comparison with heavenly fruit. Now by re- 
ceiving Christ, we receive into our life a pup, 
that is to grow until it becomes itself the tree. 
But in order that it may grow, the old stock 
must be cut away—nothing must be allowed to 
remain that will attract thesap away from this 
spiritual bud. Here is seen the benefit of 
This is the sharp knife that cuts 
away the flesh, without reference to its past 


crtlicism. 


thriftiness or promising glory. However good 
it may have looked, it is worse than nothing af- 
ter the bud of faith in Christ has been inserted 
in our hearts. To by-standers, who do not 
understand the policy of the Spirit of truth, 
his operations may appear reckless, and it may 
appear useless to ‘ deny the flesh with all its 
affections and lusts.’ Yet this is certainly the 
only way whereby we can be changed into 
Christ’s image, be named after his name, and 
yield fruit after his kind. 

In this case, as in that of our illustration, it 
is evident that the earlier the process we have 
deseribed takes place, the better—the less they 
will suffer, and the sooner the tree will gain its 
original thriftiness. 

‘The foregoing illustration, when rightly ap- 
plied, will have a tendency to modify our con- 
ceptions of the immutability of certain ‘ natural 
laws.’ for instance, it is a natural law that 
such a ‘ seedling,’ by virtue of the nourishment 
it receives from the earth and atmosphere, 
should produce sour apples when it comes to 
maturity. This is plain; and it is also plain 
that by another natural and inevitable Jaw, that 
same ‘seedling,’ if the bud of a certain tree be 
inserted in it, and allowed to become itself the 
tree, will produce apples of a different size, col- 
or, and taste. The natural law in the first 
case becomes of no effect in the second, though 
to all external appearance it has the same ob- 
jects to operate upon. The soil and the atmos- 
phere, from which is derived the entire nour- 
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ishment of the tree, remains the same. The 
contrast in the quality of the fruit is to be at- 
tributed to some invisible power in the two trees, 
which enables them respectively to elect and 
reject different elements from the same general 
substances. 

Thus it is with men. 
to the same fund of nourishment. 
keth his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth his rain on the just and un- 
just.? Here the same elements are at work 
upon the two classes, but the results widely 
contrast, and no ‘natural laws’ can harmonize 
them. What is truly a natural law in the case 
of an unbeliever, or, (to return to our illustra- 
tion,) of a natural and wild tree, is decidedly 
unnatural, when applied to a believer, or a tree 
that has been budded with the life and faith of 


Christ. w. 
Oneida, April 22, 1853. 
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Bearings of the Past Judgment. 

The truth about the Second Coming, has an 
important aspect in connection with the fact 
that a judgment then took place. Whatever 
may have been the details, it was a substantial 
fact that mankind were brought before their 
Judge, and the separation of the sheep from the 
goats was commenced. The jadgment sen- 
tence which Christ had predicted, was then 
executed, on, at least, a large part of the in- 
visible world. To the faithful of the Primitive 
Church the word was, ‘ Enter ye into the joy 
of your Lord ;’ and they were raised into a 
sphere of everlasting blessedness. To the 
generations of the unbelieving dead, and par- 
ticularly the rejecters and crucifiers of Christ, 
it was said, ‘ Depart ye cursed into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.’ 

Here, then, was a bona fide judgment—a 
final division introduced for the first time into 
the destiny of men. We discover the great 
stream of human existence, which previously 
had gone along as one, here separated into two 
divergent branches-—decomposed as to its good 
and evil elements; one spirit going up to the 
bosom of God, and the other being cast into 
outer darkness. 

Now with such a fact as this behind us in 
the past, it is of the first importance that we 
understand it in its various bearings; and there 
can be but little doubt, that it has a vast influ- 
ence upon the present experience of the world. 

For instance, it is altogether supposable and 
probable, that the present world is exposed to 
sympathetic influence from both of the streams 
which separated at the judgment of the Second 
Coming--from the hells of the condemned as 
well as from the heavens of the righteous. 
The Primitive Church were saved by that 
judgment—-their separation and deliverance 
from the reprobate-spirit was complete. But 
it does not follow that the subsequent mass of 
men would be protected from it ; on the con- 
trary the Gentile world, living since that 
judgment, seem to have held a middle position, 
where they have been open to the resurrection- 
spirit on the one side, and the damned on the 
other. 

There is certainly in the world, and mingling 
with much of its experience, a distinct trace 
of the reprobate-spirit. There is a spirit of 
unreconciliation to God, of hopeless perversity 
and foreboding, whichis perfectly unnatural, 
which does not belong to man as man, and 
which we cannot account for, except by sup- 
posing it to belong to that world which has 
been throvgh the judgment, and tasted of the 
wrath of God. The consciousness of believers 
may be affected from time to time by this 
spirit. The power of deliverance and success- 
ful warfare against it, will go forth with the 
truth concerning theSecond Coming. Bring to 
light the truth about that past judgment, and 
the condemned spirit will be again cast down 
—an end will come of its accusing power, and 
mankind will escape the hurt of ‘ the second 





death.’ 





Perfectionists’ Strike ! 

Let no one be alarmed—we are not going 
to advance the subscription-price of the Cur- 
cular, for we like our free terms so well that 
we would make them still lower if we knew 
how we could do it. So if you are benefited 
by its perusal, be at your ease on that point. 

In speaking not long since of the general 
movement in regard to strikes for an advance 
on the price of labor, &c., we rather sportively 
inquired of our associates whether they had 
any trouble about their wages? Some of them 
have replied ; but the truth is, we, asa body 
of people, have for so long a time been eman- 
cipated from the hireling-system, and have be- 
come so accustomed to free Jabor, and making 
sport of it too, that we feel awkward in having 
such a question put to us ; and an involuntary 
laughter at the very idea of wages among our- 
selves, as Christ’s freemen, is about all the 
response we can get up. 

But we will not deny the right for those to 
strike who are oppressed. We ourselves are 
old soldiers at the business of standing firm for 
our rights and resisting oppression. We long 
ago struck for the rights of God, and denied the 
devil’s rights, or which is the same thing, the 
rights of selfishness. God has rights ir us, and 
the devil has none. This is solid ground to 
stand upon, defending God’s rights, and resist- 
ing the claims of sin and selfishness. 

The devil was demanding our service to sin, 
and paying us our wages in disease and death ! 
What a stimulus for faithfulness to his Ma- 
jesty’s interests! Let those who are satisfied 
with these wages continue in the service ; but 
we struck years ago for better wages, and bet- 
ter work. In choosing Christ for our master, 
we have both. In the place of sin, we have 
holiness ; in the place of selfishness, we have 
love ; in the place of death, we have eternal 
life. 

And as to temporal support, that depends 
entirely upon the question whether we are 
faithful to the government we are under.— 
If we are sincere in our support of Christ 
as the Sovereign of this world, we may 
safely leave the matter of our support to his 
generosity. Even in the selfish governments 
of this world, we see that faithful partizans are 
well cared for when their party gets into power, 
and it is good policy for them to make sacrifi- 
ces even, in the business of electioneering.— 
Much more will Christ reward those who con- 
fess him by deeds before men, and are faithful 
to his interests. 

Every body, when questioned as to the 
cause ofso much suffering and oppression as is 
everywhere seen, admits at once that selfishness 
is, after all, at the bottom of the mischief.— 
If it were not for selfishness—secking one’s 
own—we should have a pretty comfortable sort 
of a heaven in this world. 

Then, in the name of common sense, why 
not strike at the spirit of selfishness at once, 
instead of striking at the victims of that spirit ? 
This is the secret of our emancipation from the 
vexing questions of labor, capital, &e. We 
struck at selfishness, and conquered. Blessings 
for body and soul have followed in proportion 
to our devotion to the public interests of Christ’s 


kingdom. 


** Strike! let every nerve and sinew 
Tell on ages, tell for God.” 
G. c. 





The Faith-Basis. 
DISCUSSION ON FINANCE AT ONEIDA. 
April 27, 1853. 

In the course of conversation last eve- 
ning, it was remarked that some were still 
troubled with doubts about the Community’s 
being able to sustain itself financially. I 
was so surprised to hear any such doubts 
expressed at this late day, that my involun- 
tary answer was—‘‘ This question has so 
long been out of my mind, and all possibility 
of doubt solong gone by, that really I don’t 
know what to say. I would as soon sus- 
pect the sun would not rise to-morrow morn- 
ing, and get up an argument to show that 
we had reason to believe it would.”” There 





was a hearty response to this sentiment 
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through the room, and testimony of entire, 
unwavering confidence in God. 

The reading of Matt. 6: 19—84, wag 
called for. This passage commences with 
the exhortation, ‘ Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures on earth,’ &c., and concludes 
with the promise, ‘Seek ye first the king. 
dom of God and his righteousness, and al] 
these things shall be added unto you.’— 
After the reading, it was remarked by one, 
‘ These are the words of Christ, our great 
financier, and for one I shall accept them 
with the same confidence that I would if he 
were now present in the room, and addressed 
this message to us.’ This was endorsed by 
the united voice of the Community. 

The conversation drawn out by this un- 
expected question, was animated and in- 
spiring. The amount of it was, that the 
promises of Christ are more reliable than 
the most undoubted draft, or the best secu- 
rity which the world can give. Heaven 
and earth may pass away, but the words 
of Christ we know will not; and we dis- 
claimed all fellowship with that unbelief 
which would take Christ’s words at a dis- 
count. We unanimously declared them at 
par in this market, and shall go forward 
and do business accordingly, nothing doubt- 
ing. We shall give notice to all the world, 
as fast as there is an opportunity, that 
Christ’s notes are gladly received by this 
Community without discount. J. R. M. 


We copy the above extract, partly as an introduc- 
tion to another quotation from the Bible, on the sub- 
ject of finance, that occurs to us, which we are sure 
like that in Matthew, is a better ‘guide to wealth’ 
than the maxims of Franklin, or the example of Gi- 
rard. This is the appeal of Hacear to the children 
of the captivity, when he wanted to stir them up to 
resume their labors on the unfinished temple; the 
work having been suspended originally by the in- 
terference of Rehum and Shimshai, but which now, 
it appears, was waiting on the slackened zeal of the 
people. The prophet persuades them in the follow- 
ing language : 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Consider your ways. 
Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but 
ye have not enough ; ye drink, but ye are not filled 
with drink ; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; 
and he that earneth wages, earneth wages to put it 
into a bag with holes. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; 
Consider your ways. Go upto the mountain, and 
bring wood, and build the house; and I will take 
pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the Lord. 
Ye looked for much, and lo, it came to little; and 
when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why? 
saith the Lord of hosts. Because of my house that 
is waste,and ye run every man unto his own house. 
Therefore, the heaven over you is stayed from dew, 
and the earth is stayed from her fruit. Hag. 1:5— 
10. 


Here is revealed the secret of good luck and pros- 
perity. Build the Lord’s house, and then you will 
build your own. It is in this way that we expect to 
prosper. We believe that the Lord’s house is the 
great temple of unity, the united heart of God’s peo- 
ple, the Communism of heaven. And we believe 
that the Press is the most essential outward instru- 
mentality, in building the Lord’s house; and that a 
daily paper, will be in some sense, what the daily 
sacrifice of the temple was. The Lord will be better 
pleased with the sacrifice of our lips in the utterance 
of truth, than with the blood of bulls and goats; 
and it will please him to have it offered daily. We 
expect to prosper by raising up this altar and estab- 
lishing again a daily sacrifice, better than that 
which ceased at the destruction of Jerusalem. 

But even without the argument of faith, we have 
all rational ground for expecting financial prosperi- 
ty. Itis certain in the first place, that individuals 
of good industrious habits and business talents, can 
get their living easily in this country. Then it is 
certain that men in combination supposing their 
habits and management to be equally good, can get 
their living still more easily. The only question 
that remains, is, whether combination on our princi- 
ples will operate against good habits and good man- 
agement or in favor of them. It is commonly as- 
sumed that Association-principles will have the 
effect to engender laziness, and quench enterprise, 
and that good management is not possible under the 
system of entire Communi3sm. Here is where experi- 
ence must settle the matter. We have tried the ex- 
periment long enough to be thoroughly satisfied as 
practical men, that Communism is adapted to secure 
good habits and good management, and is the condi- 
tion of all others in which to get a sure livelihood. 
We have had faith from the first, that it would op- 
erate well, and now we have both experience ard 
faith. D. 





Jes A great deal of effort is being made in Eng- 
land at the present time, to secure a better system 
of Common Schools, and a more general education of 
the people ; but as yet no definite plan has been adopt- 
ed by the Government. The Common School system 
of this country, it is thought by some, will not work 
well there, and some other plan will be necessary. 
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Talk about the Second Coming--No. 10. 


Circular.—The general theory which has 
come to view in our past examinations, may be 
presented in outline by the following proposi- 
tions, viz: 1. Christ came the second time 
immediately after the destruction of Jerusalem. 
2. At his Coming there was a preliminary res- 
urrection, pertaining specially to the primitive 
church, including the saints of the entire Jew- 
ish dispensation. 3. Then commenced the 
reign of Christ in the spiritual world ; and the 
‘times of the Gentiles,’ or the Gentile dispen- 
gation, in the visible world. 4. At the end of 
the times of the Gentiles, i. e. in the ‘ dispen- 
sation of the fulness of times,’ there is to be a 
second and universal resurrection. 

With this theory in mind, let us now take a 
survey of Christ’s whole discourse about the 
judgment in the 24th and 25th of Matthew. 

It is evident that this discourse covers the 
whole period embraced in our outline, for it 
ends with the judgment of ‘all nations.’ We 
have certainly in the 24th chapter a description 
of the Second Coming and the first resurrec- 
tion and judgment, immediately after the des- 
truction of Jerusalem ; and we have as certainly 
in the 25th chapter, a description of the final 
resurrection and judgment. The critical in- 
quiry that now arises, is, Where is the dividing 
point of the discourse which separates the pre- 
dictions of the first judgment from those of the 
subsequent reign and the second judgment ?— 
I find it at the 31st verse of the 25th chapter. 

Trace the 24th chapter through from the 
point where the Second Coming is announced, to 
the end, and you will find no break in the train 
of thought--no departure from the idea that 
the disciples addressed would live to witness 
the transactions they were hearing about. They 
are enjoined again and again to ‘ watch ;’ and 
the plain reason is, that the coming and judg- 
ment of which Christ was warning them, was 
to be, as he had previously and in many ways 
assured them, within the lifetime of some of 
them. (Go now into the 25th chapter. The 
parable of the ten virgins begins thus: ‘ Tnen 
shall the kingdom of heaven be likened,’ &e. 
The word then refers back to the time and 
transactions spoken of in the 24th chapter, 
i.e. to the Second Coming for which the dis- 
ciples were to watch. Accordingly at the close 
of the parable, (ver. 13,) they are again exhor- 
ted to watch, precisely as they were in the pre- 
vious chapter ; so that itis certain that the dis- 
course thus far has not passed beyond the Sec- 
ond Coming. Then comes the parable of the 
talents, and it is introduced as another illustra- 
tion of the same great crisis for which the dis- 
ciples were to watch. It manifestly belongs to 
the previous train of thought, and so brings us 
without change to the 30th verse. 

But here we enter upon a new course of 
events. ‘ When the Son of man shall come in 
his glory, and all the holy angels with him, ¢hen 
shall he stv upon the throne of his glory.’— 
The coming here premised, is that instantaneous 
and near event which is treated of in the whole 
discourse before, for which the disciples were 
to watch ; but the sifting on the throne, is ob- 
viously a subsequent, continuous administration. 
We are not told in this discourse how Jong the 
reign thus commenced at the Second Coming, 
was to continue ; but we have seen that Paul, 
in 1 Cor. 15: 25, speaking of this same admin- 
istration of Christ. intervening between the 
Second Coming and ‘ the end,’ says, ‘ He must 
reign till he hath put all enemies under his 
feet,? &e. ; and we know that Christ, in Luke’s 
report of this same discourse, speaks of the 
‘times of the Gentiles’? as the sequel of his 
Coming. It is evident that the ‘ putting of 
all enemies under his feet,’ implies the subdu- 
ing of the Gentile nations, and that this con- 
quest therefore is part of the business of that 
intervening reign, and of course covers ‘ the 
times of the Gentiles.’ In fact all this is 
necessarily implied in what immediately follows 
the announcement of the sitting on the throne, 
which I have cited. ‘When the Son of man 
shall come,....he shall sit upon the throne,.... 


sheep from the goats,’ and then follows the 
judgment. How long should you think it would 
take to gather all the nations of the Gentiles 
round the throne of Christ, and subdue them, 
so that he can separate and judge them ? 

Inquirer.—I always supposed this was to be 
done by amiracle, in a few hours at most, in 
the morning of the day of judgment. 

Circular.—But you see that 
the Gentiles’—the whole period that has elapsed 
since the destruction of Jerusalem and is 
not yet ended—was provided for this stupen- 
dous evolution. A day of judgment of only 
twenty-four hours for such a muster and re- 
view, and for the inspection and d 
every individual of the race of mankind, living 
and dead, would require a most incredible 
amount of miracle. People that say the ‘age 
of miracles is past,’ and yet expect such things, 
certainly strain at a gnat and swallow an 
elephant ! 

But in order that we may have a full view 
ot all that is certainly implied in the 31st verse 
of the 25th of Matthew, let me now call your 
attention to another interesting element of the 
final judgment that is not generally taken into 
account at all. Christ said to his disciples on 
an occasion previous to this general discourse 
on the judgment, ‘ When the Son of man shall 
sit on the throne of his glory, ye shall also sit 
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel.’ Matt. 19: 28. You cannot fail to 
notice the identity of the first clause of this 
passage with the language of the 31st of the 
25th. 
make the following announcement, ‘When the 
Son of man shall come....he shall sit on his 
throne,....and when he shall sit on his throne 
...+ye [disciples] shall sit on thrones with him 
as assistant judges.” Again, Paul says to the 
Corinthians, (chap. 6, ver. 2,) ‘Do ye not know 
that THE SAINTS SHALL JUDGE THE WORLD ?’ 


Putting the two passages together they 


These two passages alone are sufficient evi- 
dence that there must be ¢wo judgments; for 
the apostles and saints referred to in them cer- 
tainly must undergo a judgment themselves, 
and yet they are represented, not as on trial at 
the final judgment, but as partners with Christ, 
in judging the nations. The only possible har- 
mony of these ideas is to be found in the theo- 
ry which we are uncovering, viz., that there 
was a preliminary judgment of a chosen body, 
mostly of the Jewish race, immediately after 
the end of Judaism, and that at the end of the 
times of the Gentiles there is to be another 
judgment, in which that chosen body, already 
judged, shall sit in the judgment-seat with 
Christ. 

In view of all that is now before us, we are 
justified in expanding the 31st verse of the 25th 
chapter of Matthew, into the following para- 
phrase :—‘ When the Son of man shall come 
in his glory, immediately after the destruction 
of Jerusalem, and shall judge and gather to 
himself the church of the first resurrection, 
then shall he sit upon the throue of his glory, 
and that church shall sit with him ; and during 
‘the times of the Gentiles,’ he and they shall 
reign, till they have put down all opposing 
rule and authority and power ; and at last they 
shall gather all nations before his throne, and 
judge and separate them to their eternal des- 
tinies.”’ 





Turkish Philosophy. 

{Here is a laughable letter from Layard’s new 
book of travels. It appears that the traveler ad- 
dressed a letter to the great man of some Turkish 
city where he was sojourning, inquiring Yankeeishly 
about the population, traffic, ancient history, &c., 
of the place. His Highness, the Imaum, Ali Zadi, 
in his reply, manifests a serene contentment with 
his intellectual limitations, which may be refreshing 
tosome, who find the ‘ march of mind’ rather sultry. ] 


‘ My illustrious l’riend and Joy of my Liver : 
—The thing youask of me is both difficult and 
uscless. Although I have passed all my days 
in this place, I have neither counted the houses, 
nor have I inquired into the number of the 
inhabitants ; and as to what one person loads 
on his mules, and the other stows away in the 
bottom of his ship, that is no business of mine. 





and before him shall be gathered all nations, and 


But, above all, as to the previous history of 


‘the times of 


H ae | , . 
isposal of} the world ; and shall we liken ourselves unto 





‘and confusion that the infidels may have eaten | 
before the coming of the sword of Islam. It| 
were impossible for us to inquire into it. Oh, | 
my soul! oh, my lamb! seek not after the| 
| things which concern thee not. Thou camest 
junto us, and we welcomed thee: go in peace. 
}Ofatruth, thou hast spoken many words, 
and there is no harm doue, for the speaker is 
one and the listener is another. After the fash- | 
‘ion of thy people, thou hast wandered from one 
iplace to another, until thou art happy and 
‘content in none. We (praise be to God) were 
|born here, and never desire to quit it. _Is it 
| possible, then, that the idea of a general in- 
'tercourse between mankind should make any 
|impression on our understandings ? God for- 
vid. Listen, oh, my son. There is no wis- 
/dom equal unto the beliefin God. Ue created 


| Him, in seeking to penetrate into the mysteries 
of his creation? Shall we say, Behold this 
star spinneth round that star, and this other 
star with a tail goeth and cometh in so many 
years? Let it go. He from whose hand it 
came will guide and direct it. But thou wilt 
say unto me, ‘ Stand aside, oh man, for I am 
more learned than thou art, and have seen 
more things.’ If thou thinkest that thou art 
in this respect better than I am, thou art wel- 
come. I praise God that I seek not that which 
I require not. Thou art learned in the things 
Tecare not for; andas for that which thou 
hast seen, I despise it. Will much knowledge 
create thee a double belly, or wilt thou seek a 
paradise with thine eyes? Oh, my friend, if 
thou wilt be happy, say, ‘ there is no God but 
God.’ Dono evil; and thus wilt thou fear 
neither man nor death, for surely thine hour 
will come.—The meek in spirit, (El Fakir,) 
Imaum Aur Zap.’ 





Home-Talk by J. H. N.---No. 195. 
{Rerortep FoR THE Gude Novy. 15, 1851.] 
HINTS ON PATHOLOGY. 

In dealing with any disease, it is impor- 
tant that we should know distinctly what it 
is, and where the actual seat of it is, so as 
not to misapply remedies. If a disease is 
really interior and we apply remedies to the 
exterior, we shall fail to displace it, and do 
more harm than good; and, vice versa, if 
the seat of a disease is exterior and we ap- 
ply remedies to the interior, the effect will 
be the reverse of what we intend. 

I think it is safe to assume that all disea- 
ses of soul and body, within the circle of 
faith, have their seat in the exterior, or are 
properly cutaneous diseases. In the case 
of unbelievers, those who have never known 
and confessed Christ as an inward spirit of 
life and righteousness, it is to be assumed 
that their diseases originate in the interior ; 
and that it will be necessary to go to the 
very foundations, and operate upon the cen- 
tral life in order to do any good. But sup- 
posing a person to have believed in Christ 
and come into communication with his spirit 
of life and righteousness, so that the inte- 
rior is sound, then his diseases are not to be 
treated internally—he is aot to be set about 
trying to believe in Christ again, and doing 
over what has already been done. It will 
be proper to take measures to stimulate and 
vivify that interior action of communication 
with Christ, but to undertake to actually 
reproduce the original work of faith, is like 
uncovering a hill of potatoes, because they 
are late in coming up, and tearing the hill 
to pieces and planting more. To repeat 
what I have said—if there is sound faith in 
Christ in our hearts, and we have sincerely 
confessed him and been confessed by him, 
it is to be assumed that the diseases we la- 
bor under are exterior and cutaneous ; and 
they should be dealt withas such. It is 
important that our imaginations should be 
guided intelligently, with reference to the 
actual seat of them. 

In the application of this idea to the 
diseases of the body, I will explain what I 
mean by cutaneous. The word relates to 
the skin or cuticle,.the external surface of 





he shail separate them as a shepherd divideth the | this city, God only knows the amount of dirt|that is seated in the skin. But when I 


speak of the skin, I include something more 
than people ordinarily do; I include the 
mucous membrane, the interior skin as well 
as exterior. All the inward surface which 
is exposed to contact with exterior substan- 
ces, is really a part of the skin. ‘The lining 
of the nose and mouth, the throat, wind- 
pipe, lungs, stomach and bowels, is a part 
of the outside of the body, because it is ex- 
posed to contact with external substances. 
And the whole skin, interior and exterior, 
is to be thought of alike and treated alike, 
to a certain extent at least. All the dis- 
eases of the mucous membrane are really 
nothing but cutaneous diseases. They are 
diseases caused by an unfriendly relation 
somewhere, between the mucous membrane 
and the foreign substances it is compelled 
to deal with, in the same way that the sur- 
face of the body is injured by corroding con- 
tact with gross substances. There are a 
great many ways in which the external man 
is injured by unfriendly connection with 
physical substances, and the same is true 
of the interior skin; that may be irritated 
and injured in a variety of ways. We 
must not imagine therefore that we have 
serious internal diseases, simply because we 
feel distressed in the stomach or any of the 
interior parts. If you were suffering with 
a burn which you could not see, and did 
not know that it was the cause of your pain, 
is might be a trifling burn—only ¢ skin deep,’ 
as the saying is ; and yet all the sensitiveness 
of your whole system concentrating on the 
spot, you might imagine that it was a very 
serious affair, and that you were going to 
the grave fast. The pain in such cases is 
no measure at all of the seriousness of the 
cause. And I should say that the scarifi- 
cations, inflammations, and tribulations to 
which the interior skin is subject, are nothing 
more than those of the exterior skin. An 
exterior injury may kill you, if you allow the 
inflammation to proceed too far ; and so with 
an interior injury. But all the interior sur- 
faces are adapted to, and made for, contact 
with matter ; and made too, to endure pretty 
hard corrosions We are not such delicate, 
fragile creatures as the hypo would represent, 
by a good deal. Men find by experience 
that their interior as well as exterior surface, 
is capable of great endurance. 


Now what I demand is, that persons clear 
themselves of the hypo, and not imagine that 
they have some serious vital disorder at work 
in them, because they have some pain in- 
wardly, or because there may be a little in- 
flammation in some of the coatings of these 
internal organs. Do not make too much of 
t. Thinking evil of any thing, and admit- 
ting it to be evil, tends to spread it. The 
best way to check it is to limit your imagi- 
nations to the actual fact. 


—s 


I shall consider that my relations to Christ 
are good and sound, in the first place; and 
in the second place, that these relations 
which are primarily of the soul, are never- 
theless, available to the body. ‘The soul is 
in immediate contact with the body, and 
with the vital parts of the body ; and there- 
fore, there is life in direct, undisturbed pro- 
gress from Christ through my body. And 
thirdly, I shall assume if I have any dis- 
ease, that it is superficial and cutaneous.— 
I shall assume that as a matter of course, 
and labor to divert my attention from the 
external scarifications, and constantly assert 
the interior soundness. It is childish to let 
the imagination make a great matter out of 
nothing. A child who stubs his toe, for a 
moment is in hell, and damnation is come to 








the body; and a cutaneous disease is one 


him, simply because he throws his whole 
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consciousness into his toe; the now to him is 
full of pain, and he cannot conceive of any 
thing beyond it. Itis only as we grow 
wiser that, we are able reserve our life from 
such concentration ; and the wiser we grow, 
the more we shall be able to withdraw our 
attention from the point of pain, and live in 
the opposite extreme of health and happi- 
ness. By thus doing, we give Christ the 
advantage. But when we stop to resist 
an evil, instead of giving our attention to 
Christ, we are very likely to perpetuate and 
increase it. 

Let us then distinctly assert in our judg- 
ment and feelings, and confess with our 
mouths, that any evil which we feel, is not 
a film intervening betweea us and Christ ; 
but on the contrary, it is a thing touching 
the surface and operating there. It is not 
something that has come between us and 
Christ, so as to cut off our communication 
with him, but it is an enemy coming up in 
front, while Christ is in the rear support- 
ing us. 

Having rectified our imaginations, and 
having a true conception of the nature of 
the whole affair—seeing distinctly how the 
enemy is situated—we can set before us the 
real object to be attained ; and that is not 
merely to stand where we are, and let the 
enemy operate on our front—not merely to 
attain interior soundness, and stil! suffer cu- 
taneous disturbances—but the object before 
us is to open our ranks and let the sepporting 
party come forward. ‘This is often done in 
battle. When the front line is in a hot fire 
and has suffered severely, the true military 
way is not to retreat—not to break and ruan— 
but for the front line to open and iet the re- 
serves march up through and form the front 
line. We should calculate on performing 
this manceuvre whenever it can be done.— 
We should fall back on sound interior ex- 
perience, and let Christ’s life take the 
front. 

My expectation and wish is to give place 
to Christ, who has conquered all evil and is 
proof against all evil, until, working from 
the interior vital part of my life outward, he 
reaches the surface and possesses the parts 
which are in contact with matter, and be- 
comes really the receiver and dealer with 
matter in my place; until wy exterior skin 
sha!l be so possessed by his spirit that it 
shall not bo liab!e to injury from unfriendly 
contact with surrounding substances; and 
until he so possesses my interior skin that it 
will not be liable in any case to inflamma- 
tion. I expect Christ to come to the outer 
surface of my body—meaning by that the 
surface that is open to contact with matter 
—and strengthen and fortify and harden it, 
until it shall be sound as his life: and the 
soundness of his life is expressed in these 
words : ‘ They shall drink any deadly thing, 
and it shall not hurt them.’ When we say 
we want Christ to come between us and all 
matter, and take our place in dealing with 
matter—knowing that he can deal with it 
safely, we mean that we want him to come 
to the suzface, and deal with not merely 
visible matter, but with those subtle, invisi- 
ble agencies that are acting on the skin.— 
For it is not mere gross matter that acts 
in an unfriendly way on our mucous mem- 
brane ; but a spirit is concerned in many 
diseases ; as in those which are contagious. 
And by the word spirit, we do not mean a 
nonentity : it is an actual substance, as much 
as the air is; and much more subtle than 
‘the air. Christ is prepared to come between 
us and not only all gross, visible substances, 
but all the spiritual subtle substances that 
we have to do with. 





aniline 
Orthodox Angling. 

We find in the Independent over H. W. Beecher’s 
star, the following notice of anew edition of ‘ Wal- 
ton and Cotton’s Complete Angler.’ We trust it will 
show G. W. N. and cthers, that their favorite sport 
is more orthodox, in every sense of the word, than 
they ever imagined : 


This excellent work has been for several years 
before the American public ; bui the jssue of 
another edition gives occasion for a word or two. 

Fishing is the act of catching fish for some 
useful purpose, and the fact of catching is 
more important than the mode of catching. 

Angling is the act of catching fish for the 
sake of doing it dexterously. ‘The moment a 
man catches fish ¢o eat, or to se/l, he backslides 
from angling into fishing, and if he take net, 
wicker-pot, weir, or such like, he is a clear 
apostate; a mere fisherman. 

All this we learn from the American editor 
of Isaac Walton’s world-renowned Complete 
Angler. Hear him: 


« My first task shall be to give you some knowledge 
of books upon Angling, or‘rather fishing, before 
Walton Isay, rather books on fishing; for an 
angler, kind reader, is not a fisherman, who plies 
his calling for a livelihood, carviess in what way he 
gets his scaly rewards. The namecomes from angle 
or hook, for the true angler touches no net, but 
that with which he lands the heavy struggler hung 
ov his tiny hair. He scorns to entrap by weir, or 
fyke, or wicker-pot, the finny people, when not bent 
on harm; but as they watch murderously for the 
pretty fly, the helpless minnow, or the half-drowned 
worm, he comes like a chivalrous kuight to wreak 
upon them the wrong they would do, and slay them 
as they think to slay. For every one he kills a hun- 
dred lesser lives are saved, and the small fry shoot 
fearlessly along, where once they dared not be seen, 
when he has drawn the tyrant of the brook from his 
lons kept lair. As Franklin said tothe cod in 
whose beliy some small cod were found, so says the 
angler to his prey, ‘If you ent your kind, I will eat 
you” Ii skilful, as he ought tu be, the angler need 
fix no quivering life on his hook, but with feather 
and silk and downy dobbing, he makes a bait far 
more winning, that drops upon the curling water, 
or plays among the whirlpsols, as thovgh it were 
born for the frolic.” 


We learn that a true angler is proved by 
three considerations, praise to God, health, 
and poetry, in the first place; right craftsman- 
like skill, and pursuit of scientific knowledge 
in the second place; and a general crusade of 
humanity against despotic fish in the last place. 
For the first, iet this extract suffice. 


‘* The stream side is ever dear to me, and TI love to 
think of the times when I have trudged merrily 
along it, finding again in the fresh air and moderate 
exercise und devout looks upon nature, the strength 
of nerve, the buoyancy of heart and health of mind, 
which I had lost in my pent library and town duties. 
Now I need but to open the pages of The Complete 
Angler, and the stream flows by my side, the birds 
sing for me, the ‘daisies, culverkeys, and lady-smocks’ 
bloom, the bright trout leap, the finny speils are 
won, and a quiet chat enjoyed with the Master and 
his Scholar under a wide tree shedding off tie rain; 
or by the fire of the way-side Inn, while the hostess, 
‘clean, handsome, and civil,’ is taking out ‘sheets 
smelling of lavender,’ for our beds, in a room that 
has ‘more than twenty ballads stuck against the 
wall;’ or within the little shrine, Sacrum Piscato- 
ribus, built by Cotton for his father, and ‘all true 
men who love quiet and go an angling.’ I trust that 
I have drunk enough of the old angler’s spirit not 
to let such pastime break in upon better things; 
but, on the other hand, I have worked the harder 
from thankfulness to Him who taught the brook to 
wind with musical gurglings, as it rolls on to the 
Great Sea.” 

For the second we have already given an 
extract, which may be backed by a piece of 
antiquity, thus : 

‘Also, ye shall not use this foresayd crafty dys- 
porte for ne coveteseness, to thencreasynge and spar- 
ynge of your money oonly, but pryncypally for 
your solace, and to cause the helthe of your body 
and specially of your soule. For whanne ye pur- 
poos to goo om your dysportes in fysshynge, ye woll 
not desyre gretly many persones with you, whyche 
myghte lette youof your game. And then ye may 
serve God devoutly, in sayenge affectuously your 
custumable prayer. And thus doynge ye shall es- 
chewe and voyde many vyces: as ydleness, whyche 
is the pryncypal cause to enduce man to many other 
vyces, as is ryght weil knowen.” 

All of which, and more, will be found duly 
set down on p. 33 of the American editor’s 
preface to Isaac Walton, and much more to the 
same oe ag to all of which the editor gives 
the following amen: ‘“* How true a feeling per- 
vades all this, and how does it come home to 
the heart of the angler.” 

We have seen, in one of our extracts, 
the proof of humanity. The brook is rid of 
tyrants every time good luck fills the angler’s 
basket. The fish that springs boldly at a fly 
sucks in his own just judgment, and dies for the 
crime of attempting to eat poor harmless in- 
sects ox potty fish! Thus the argument against 
fishing, angling, we should say, that it is inhu- 
man to make our sport out of the dying strug- 
gles of a beautiful fish, is completely turned, 
and we find ourselves liberators of ponds and 
brooks. 

Thus a gentleman of leisure goes a en 
with an eye to nature and to God ; with a han 
of skill, with a heart hervic as an old knight- 
errant ; and if he feel oue emation common to 





ordinary mortals ; if, in 2 moment of weakness, 


he thinks of frying-pans and dinners, it is but 
lawful that, after the soul has had it allits own 


} 
‘rent, for the privilege of being a tenant therein. 

The editor has not chosen to put forth his 
own name in the title-page, and we shall not do 
what he has not done.* Itis a most worthy 
name, famous in literature, io the pulpit, and 
on the platform. 
very skillful at the brook-side, and that he has 
walked devoutly by the side of streams from 
Pennsylvania to Maine; and as to health, 
no one need ask a better argument for the 
health of this sport, than to behold our reverend 
fisherman, who seems to have an apostolic vo- 
cation in both senses, and to be skilled in cast- 
ing a line at men, as well as a fly at trout,— 
being always sure of a full basket in either sort 
of fishing. 

Walton has had a most worthy editor; and 
those curious of such things will find a vast 
amount of piseatorial antiquarian lore in the 
bibliographical preface, and much practical in- 
formation in the excellent notes scattered 
through its pages. We were moved by this 
very book to buy a rod, to accumulate all varie- 
ties of tackle ; to sally forth as perfectly equip- 
ped as ever was mortal man; hair line, fine gut, 
casting line, reel and all; flies of every hue, 
and other cunning contrivances to whet a trout’s 
appetite, and so accoutred, we had the satis- 
faction of finding that a country boy, with a 
twine line on an alder pole, with a common 
hook anda bouncing grasshopper, would catch 
ten trout, while we, with the most graceful 
casts and the most scientific nuttalls, were 
catching—none. 





* His publishers make no scruple of telling that 
he is Dr. Bethune, of Brooklyn. [Ed. Cir. 





Mr. Owen converted by the Rappers. 


A manifesto ofa singular description has 
just been issucd by the Philosopher of Lanark, 
addressed ‘ to all Governments and Peoples, ” 
having for its purpose to announce ‘a great 
moral revolution which is about to be effected 
for the human race, by an apparent miracle.” 

This miracle consists, says Mr. Owen, in 
communications ‘ most important and gratify- 
ing, which have been made to him (in common 
with many more) by invisible but audible pow- 
ers, purporting to be from departed spirits ;” 
those with which Mr. Owen has been favored 
coming from President Jefferson, Benjamin 
Franklin, the late Duke of Kent, Grace F’ictch- 
er, Mr. Owen’s “first and most enlightened 
disciple,” and several others. Until within the 
last few weeks, Mr. Owen staies that, while he 
believed all things to be eternal, he was of opin- 
ion that there was no personal or conscious ex- 
istence after death; but, having examined the 
history of the late ‘ manifestations” (spirit 
rappings) in America, * through the proceed- 
inys of an American medium,” be has been 
**compelled,” contrary to his previous strong 
convictions, “ to believe in a future conscious 
state of life, existing in a refined material, or 
what is called a spiritual state.” 

The object of these manifestations, contin- 
ues Mr. Owen, is to change ‘* the present false, 
disunited, and miserable state of human exis- 
tence, for a true, united, and happy state, to 
arise from a new universal education, or forma- 
tion of character from birth, to be based on 
truth, and conducted in accordance with the es- 
tablished laws of human nature.’ Mr. Owen 
thinks that this change may be eaxily effected, 
and adds that the means to do so in all coun- 
tries are known. ‘They appear from his show- 
ing, to be the ce application of his so- 
cial system, through the agency of the depar- 
ted spirits of Jefferson, Franklin, &¢., who 
have kindly given in their adhesion. We must 
add, that the “‘ medium” referred to by Mr. 
Owen,is the American lady who resides in 
Queen Anne-st., Cavendish-square.——Leondon 
Examiner. 





A Curtous Prayer.—The Syracuse Star 
is responsible for the following: 


* In the State of Ohio there resided a fami- 
ly consisting of an old man by the name of Bea- 
ver, and his four sons, all of whom are “hard 
cases,’’? who had often laughed to scorn the 
advice and entreaties of a pious though very ec- 
centric Minister who resided in the same town. 
It happened oue of the boys was bitten by a rat- 
tlesnake and wasexpected to die, when the Min- 
ister was sent for in great haste. On his ar- 
rival he found the young man very penitent 
and anxious to be prayed with. The Minister, 
calling together the family, kneeled down and 
prayed in this wise: 

“*Q Lord, we thank thee for rattlesnakes; we 
thank thee because a rattlesnake has bit Jim. We 
pray thee send a rattlesnake to bite John; send one 
to bite Bill ; send one to bite Sam ; and, Q Lord, send 
the biggest kind of a rattlesnake to bite the old man, 
for nothing but rattlesnakes will ever bring the Bea- 





ver family to repentance ! ” 


We understand him to be, ‘ . . 
\ils were subject to them through his name, he 
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WHAT TO REJOICE IN —Perhaps the great- 
est mercies that God gives us, are those which 


way for hours, it should pay the body this small | we are least likely to thank him for, i. ¢. trou- 


bles sufficient to keep us soft and humble and 
broken. He does not give us any more trou- 
ble than is necessary for our good, and proba- 
bly the exact amount of trouble that we need jg 
the greatest blessing we can have. When the dis- 
ciples came to Christ and told him that the dey- 


said to them, ‘In this rejoice not, that the spir- 
its are subject unto you, but rather rejoice be- 
cause your names are written in heaven.’ He 
seemed to intend a little criticism in that re- 
mark—as though he had said, ‘Don’t exult too 
soon—you have not got through the war yet— 
the best reason after all that you have for re- 
joicing, is that your names are written in heay- 
en.’ They thought undoubtedly, that they had 
the devil under foot—they cast him out where- 
ever they went. Even Christ himself said, ‘{ 
beheld Satan fall as lightning from heaven ;? 
But after all there was a great sea of tribulation 
before them, and the best thing that they had 
to be thankful for, was the fact that God’s 
eternal dccree was upon them, that they should 
be saved. Tuking into view all that was to 
come, the victory they then had was not worth 
exulting over. 

It is a great thing to know what to rejoice 
in and what tobe thankful for. The hope of 
salvation is the best thing to be thankful for, 
and the tribulation that is necessary to prepare 
us for salvation is the uext best thing. 


Inteilectual Chastity. 

Every intellectual exercise and perception 
that is not married to a practical use, or is 
not the servant of love and of the principle 
which seeks happiness, is fe!sc aud _perni- 
cious. ‘To seek truth in the ordinary sense 
of the word, aside from the uses of love, is a 
“alse way of using the miud, which will have 
to be accounted for when idle thoughts are 


judged. Wisdom separate from love, is form 


without l/fe. Mere intellectual perception 
of truth, is like the body without the soul. 
It is no more the real truth, than a dead 
body is a man. 

The Spirit of truth is the most penetrating, 
accurate pereeiver in the universe ; it goes 
to the very root and marrow of existence— 
all things are naked and open to it—it is 
full of true philosophy and accurate reason- 
ing ; and yet you will not find a particle of 
that spirit but what is full-charged with love ; 
nota thought in it but what is pushing for 
happiness, caring nothing about theory ex- 
cept to make it useful. So that the bright- 
est intellect may be very active and suc- 
cessful in discovering truth, and stil! not 
have any fellowship with the Spirit of truth. 
Truth, in the sense of the word that is worth 
any thing, is imperishable. But philoso 
phers’ theories, born of their own thoughts, 
are perishable like themselves. 

Paul’s state of mind was a good one 
where he says, ‘Whether in the body or cut 
of the body i cannot tell; God knoweth.’ 
‘God knoweth—that is enough—I do not 
want to know.’ The best intellectual exer- 
cise that we can have, is to put questions 
to rest in that way, and be able to say in re- 
spect to mere matters of philosophy and spee- 
ulation, or in respect to truth that we are 
not prepared to use practically, we do not 
know, but God knoweth—the knowledge is 
some where—it is in safe hands—God can 
take better care of it than we can.’ We may 
learn of the boy, who, when a stranger asked 
him if he knew how far it was to the next 
town, answered, ‘ No I don’t, but father 
does just as easy.’ Our Father knows all 
things with perfect ease, and what if we do 
not know everything? What is the use of 
having two knowledges of the same thing? 
Why not let his knowledge serve for all? 
Others need only know what is necessary 
for each one’s particular sphere. The prin- 
ciple of communism applies here. God al- 
lows us to count on his knowledge as ours, 
and gives it out to us just as we need it. 








Co Correspondents. 


Friends who send us selections or communications which do 
not appear in the Circular, will please to assume that we do not 
despise their efforts, but, wish them to be free in their attempts 
to help us. while they leave us free to choose and refuse as We 
judge best for the edification of all. 

Letters Received. 

G. C. Homer, for P. W. Paige; J. H. Metcalf; C. 
Olds; J. 4. Weller; T. E. Clarke; W. V. Seighman; 
L. Holister ; A. C. Sears; A. Kinsley. 
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